
Alcohol and Fire Safety Tips 

There is a strong link between alcohol and fire deaths. 
Intoxication impairs judgment and hampers evacuation 
efforts — you may sleep through a smoke alarm or not 
react quickly enough to escape. 

Fires often start because people who are drinking fall 
asleep or are not careful while smoking. Smoking 
combined with alcohol abuse exacerbates the risk of 
fires, fire injuries and fire deaths. 



College arson prevention tips 



Candle Fire Safety Tips 

—

The U.S. Fire Administration reports that 20 percent of university 
housing fires in bedrooms are started by candles. 

Despite the fact that candles are now banned at most colleges, candles 
remain a key ignition source for campus fires. 

More than half of all candle fires occur when a combustible material is too close 
to the candle, with the most common materials being bedding and curtains. 

Falling asleep was a factor in a quarter of candle fire fatalities — extinguish all 
candles before going to sleep. 



Cooking Fire Safety Tips 

  

Unattended cooking is by far the leading contributing 
factor in college cooking fires. 

There are more than 3,000 university cooking fires 
each year. 

Microwave popcorn fires are a common occurrence 
with college students. 



Electrical Fire Safety Tips 

Do not piggyback or plug a power strip of any type 
into another. 

Do not overload electrical sockets. 

Never use an extension cord with an appliance — 
plug them directly into wall sockets. 

Never place anything that can burn over a lamp. 

More than 400 die from electrical home fires annually in the United States. 

Overloaded extension cords, power strips and outlets are one of the leading causes of 
fires in college housing 

Many college students live in older off-campus housing equipped with electrical wiring 
that can’t safely handle the modern power demands from microwave ovens, compact 
refrigerators and personal computers, used by the multiple residents living there. 

Check with your college/university to see which types of appliances are allowed or 
prohibited in residence hall rooms. 

Visit www.usfa.fema.gov/college 
to learn more. 



Escape Plan Safety Tips 

In the last decade, college students have died 
in fires because: 

Visit www.usfa.fema.gov/college 
to learn more.



Fire Sprinkler Safety Tips 

From 2012-2013, thousands of college student deaths were prevented by more than 30 
saves where automatic fire sprinklers extinguished fires at campus residences before they 
could develop into life-threatening incidents. 

Fire sprinkler systems offer the greatest level of fire safety because they control the fire immediately in 
the room of origin, help limit the spread of fire, and often extinguish it before the fire department arrives. 



1. Smoke Alarms and Carbon Monoxide Alarms 

2. Escape Plans 

3. Electrical Safety 

Overloaded extension cords, power strips and outlets are one of 
the leading causes of fires in college housing. 

Heating was the second leading cause of all residential building 
fires following cooking. 

The combination of working smoke alarms and fire sprinklers 
reduces the likelihood of dying in a fire by more than 82 percent. 

  



Heating Fire Safety Tips 

  

Space heaters cause one-third of home heating 
fires and four out of five home heating fire deaths. 

Heating is the second leading cause of all 
residential building fires following cooking. 



Smoking Fire Safety Tips 

Most smoking-related fires begin when someone 
abandons or improperly disposes of smoking materials. 

Nearly three-fourths of people who die in smoking 
related fires were killed by fires that started in either 
upholstered furniture or a mattress. 

Most fires caused by smoking materials start inside — 
it’s better and safer to smoke outside. 


